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Newsletter No. 2


This summer, bluetongue (BT) has been rife across the Mediterranean Basin. Clinical cases have been reported from Corsica, Sardinia and mainland Italy, Serbia and Montenegro, Kosovo, F.Y.R. of Macedonia, Bulgaria, Greece and Israel, and seropositive animals (but no clinical cases) have been detected in European Turkey. Outbreaks in Serbia include the most northerly ever in Europe.  In view of this, our work to establish the distribution of Culicoides vectors of BTV across the Mediterranean is increasingly important and, as you will see in the partner reports, everyone has been very busy this summer. 
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Institute for Animal Health (IAH), UK

Partner 1

Discussions with Italy, Tunisia & France

Drs Philip Mellor and Matthew Baylis contacted the Commission on several occasions about obtaining funding for the Italian and Tunisian partners. Sadly, the Commission reported that there was no mechanism available to provide additional funding. Drs Mellor and Baylis then contacted the Italian and Tunisian partners to report these facts and suggested several ways in which project collaboration might still be continued in the absence of direct project funding. A reply from the Italian partner has just been received and will be discussed in Madrid. A reply from the Tunisian partner is still awaited.

More encouragingly, we have had some very positive contact with French workers involved in the bluetongue outbreaks in Corsica.  The people involved are Stephan Zientara (who has developed a PCR for bluetongue), Stephan de la Rocque, Pascal Hendrikx and Jean-Claude Delecolle.  The latter is a first-rate Culicoides taxonomist, and he has also been sampling recently in Tunisia.  We have invited all four to the forthcoming annual meeting in Madrid, in the hope of encouraging them to share their data with us (and allowing us to help them!).  Zientara has confirmed his attendance; the other three are checking their funds.

Visits

Dr Mellor visited Greece and Dr Emma Wittmann visited Bulgaria and Spain during the summer, to assist with the Culicoides surveys in these countries. For further details, see the partner reports from Greece, Bulgaria and Spain.

Staff change

Regrettably, Dr Wittmann left IAH at the beginning of November and is now working at the Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), overseeing our project grants. Drs Mellor and Baylis are currently looking for a replacement. Until this is sorted out, all correspondence with IAH should be directed to Drs Mellor or Baylis (see contact details page 6).

Drs Philip Mellor & Matthew Baylis
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University of Aberdeen,

UK

Partner 2

We have received samples of C. imicola from 7 sites in Israel, 6 sites in Portugal and a single site in Greece (on the island of Rhodes). Collections have also been made in Bulgaria but no C. imicola were found. We have also received samples from 10 sites in Turkey, but these have not yet been sorted. Would all collectors who still have samples for us please send them now, even if you still have more collecting to do, so that we can have them all sequenced before the project meeting in December. Could you also let us know the location of sites where you put up traps but did not collect any C. imicola.

We have started sequencing the mitochondrial gene cytochrome oxidase I (COI) for these samples. Preliminary analyses confirm that all of the insects sequenced belong to the species C. imicola sensu stricto. Phylogenetic analysis reveals that the insects from Portugal constitute a monophyletic group suggesting a single colonisation event. However, this conclusion rests on a very small number of variable sites, and clearly we will need to sequence other more rapidly evolving genes to confirm this result. 

Dr Rob Cruickshank
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TALA Research Group,

University of Oxford, UK

Partner 3
We have downloaded the 1 km European satellite imagery and processed it to reveal habitat seasonality. We will use this information to define the distribution of Culicoides vectors across the Mediterranean Basin. 

Professor David Rogers
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Ministry of Agriculture,

Greece

Partner 4
Dr Michael Patakakis reports that there was a late start to the Culicoides trapping programme in Greece this summer, due to the late arrival of project money. Nevertheless, he has fully surveyed 6 quadrats (i.e. 2 farms per quadrat, sampled for 2 nights each) and partially surveyed a further 10 quadrats. These collections will be fully sorted and the results made available prior to the project meeting in December 2001. In addition, Dr Patakakis has a number of Culicoides samples, collected during summer 2000. Since these collections were made with the standard Onderstepoort-type light traps they may be included in the project database, as long as geographic coordinates and the other data specified on the Site Information sheets are available. 

Dr Patakakis also reports that he has made collections of C. imicola from a location in mainland Greece, in accordance with the requirements of the University of Aberdeen (Partner 2). Additional collections of C. imicola are planned from other Greek locations during late 2001 or 2002.

Due to the large number of quadrats still to be partly or completely sampled in Greece (53), Dr Patakakis intends to commence the 2002 summer trapping programme from June. In addition, he will look in to setting up a second trapping team, headed by one of his staff, to ease the logistical problems. If necessary, trapping may be extended into a third season (2003) to ensure that the whole of mainland Greece is covered.

Dr Patakakis also reports that he is preparing for the first winter trapping season (December 2001 - March 2002). In line with the project requirements and as specified in the Sampling Timetable and Protocol supplied to all partners by Dr Wittmann, winter trapping will be undertaken only at those sites that have been classed as imicola-positive during the summer trapping season. Trapping at such sites will be for 5-7 nights each.

Drs Michael Patakakis & Philip Mellor
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National Diagnostic Veterinary Research Institute, Bulgaria

Partner 5

This summer we have collected Culicoides from several sites in south-east Bulgaria, in the districts of Burgas, Yambol, Haskovo and Kardjali. These districts are on the border with Turkey and Greece and had outbreaks of BT in 1999. The Culicoides samples were sent to IAH and Dr John Boorman has now identified them. There were no C. imicola in the collections but there were some obsoletus, pulicaris and puncticollis group midges.

In September we found that BTV was present in Bulgaria again, this time in the west of the country, along the border zone with F.Y.R. Macedonia and Serbia. So far (up to 10th October) we have tested 11240 sheep blood samples for BTV antibodies using a competitive ELISA. The samples were collected from 284 villages in 6 western districts. We found that 75 villages had seropositive animals. They are located as follows:

District 

(west Bulgaria)
No. of villages with seropositive animals

Vidin
6

Montana
14

Sofia
5

Pernik
24

Kyustendil
22

Blagoevgrad
4

A few animals, from 15 villages in the Kyustendil district only, have developed mild clinical symptoms of BT. No deaths have occurred to date. 

In view of these outbreaks, we are now collecting Culicoides in 3 districts in the west – Sofia, Kyustendil and Blagoevgrad. 
Drs Georgi Georgiev & Nedelcho Nedelchev
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Portugal

Partner 6

The Portuguese partner has successfully completed the 2nd year of summer trapping.  The catches have been sorted.  C. imicola has been found in 26 of the quadrats in the country, and is widespread in the entire southern half of the country, and the east of the northern half.  In March and April of 2001 the first winter trapping was undertaken.  Culicoides imicola was recorded in 9 of the 13 quadrats positive for C. imicola in the summer of 2000.

Dr Isabel Pena & Ysabel Magarita
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Partner 7
In the last 4 years only a few outbreaks of BT have occurred in Israel. For example, in 1998 there were 3 outbreaks, in 1999 and 2000 there were no outbreaks, and this year there was 1 outbreak. However, during this time we have had serious outbreaks of west Nile fever (WN) and bovine ephemeral fever (BEF), which both can be transmitted by mosquitoes. There appears to be a negative correlation between BT and WN and BEF in Israel.

Dr Yehuda Braverman
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University of Ankara,

Turkey

Partner 8
This summer we carried out a Culicoides survey of European Turkey (Thrace). We sampled the majority of quadrats which make up this area, except for one quadrat near to the Bulgarian border where we were unable to persuade the people to let us do the trapping, and one quadrat near to Istanbul which is very built up (with many factories etc.). We have now sent the Culicoides samples to IAH for identification. 

We also carried out a serosurvey of ruminants (sheep and cattle) in Thrace. In some cases the animals sampled were from the farms where we collected Culicoides. Some of the animals have tested positive (by serum neutralisation) for BTV4. These animals were between 7 and 12 months old, which would suggest that BTV4 has been circulating in the area over the last year, although according to the farmers no clinical signs of BT have occurred in livestock during this time.

Dr Aykut Ozkul
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Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development & Fisheries, Morocco

Partner 9
Between June and September 2001, we collected Culicoides at 44 sites, in 21 provinces across Morocco. The samples were subsequently sent to the Laboratoire Régional d'Analyses et de Recherches Vétérinaires de Fès for analysis. 

Dr Youssef Lhor

Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale[image: image13.png]


, Italy

Partner 10

Nothing to report. 

Institut de la Recherche Veterinaire, Tunisia

Partner 11
Nothing to report. 

Centro de Investigacion en Sanidad Animal, Spain 
Subcontractor of Partner 1

This summer we collected Culicoides at several sites along the east coast of Spain, in the provinces of Castellón, Valencia and Alicante. In addition, we surveyed some sites around Madrid. Culicoides imicola was not found at any of the sites. 

Ms Amparo Martinez
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Contact Details

Updated contact details are given on pages 6-8. 

Next Project Meeting

The dates for the next project meeting are the 13th and 14th December 2001. All delegates are booked in to the 4* Hotel Carlton, which is “situated in one of the most central and interesting zones of Madrid, within easy distance of the Prado Museum, the Queen Sofía Art Gallery, the Thyssen Museum the Botanical Gardens, and close to the Atocha railway and underground station and the best area to have "tapas and cañas".  Even better, it is close to where we must pick up the transport out to Valdeolmos, where Dr Sanchez-Vizcaino has kindly offered to host the meeting.  Further details about the hotel, and travel to/from the airport, are enclosed with this Newsletter.

Next Newsletter

April 2002 (i.e. after the winter trapping season).

Contact Details

Partner

(Country)
Name
Address
Telephone
Fax
Email 

1
Matthew Baylis
Institute for Animal Health, Compton, Newbury, Berkshire, RG20 7NN, UK.
+44 (0) 1635 578411

Extn 2312
+44 (0) 1635 577237
Matthew.Baylis@bbsrc.ac.uk

(UK)
Philip

Mellor
Institute for Animal Health, Ash Road, Pirbright, Surrey, GU24 0NF, UK.
+44 (0) 1483 232441

Extn 1150
+44 (0) 1483 232448
Philip.Mellor@bbsrc.ac.uk


Rob

Cruickshank
Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ, UK.
+44 (0) 1224 272868


+44 (0) 1224 272396


r.cruickshank@abdn.ac.uk

2

(UK)
John

Dallas
Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ, UK.
+44 (0) 1224 272273
+44 (0) 1224 272396
j.dallas@abdn.ac.uk


Jenny Mordue
Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ, UK.
+44 (0) 1224 272883
+44 (0) 1224 272396
a.j.mordue@abdn.ac.uk

3

(UK)
David

Rogers
TALA Research Group, Department of Zoology, University of Oxford, South Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3PS, UK.
+44 (0) 1865 271234
+44 (0) 1865 310447
david.rogers@zoology.oxford.ac.uk


Olga

Mangana
Laboratory of Virology, Centre of Athens Veterinary Institutions, Ministry of Agriculture, 25 Neapoleos Street, 153 10, Agia Paraskevi, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 6011499
+30 1 6011499
viruslab@ath.forthnet.gr

4
Kiki

Nomikou
Laboratory of Virology, Centre of Athens Veterinary Institutions, Ministry of Agriculture, 25 Neapoleos Street, 153 10, Agia Paraskevi, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 6011499
+30 1 6011499
viruslab@ath.forthnet.gr

(Greece)
Dionisis

Panagiotatos
Department of Infectious Diseases, Epidemiology & Documentation, Central Veterinary Administration, Ministry of Agriculture, 2 Acharnon Street, 101 76, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 2125719
+30 1 8229188/ 8252614
vetserv@ath.forthnet.gr


Michael

Patakakis
Laboratory of Parasitology, Centre of Athens Veterinary Institutions, Ministry of Agriculture, 25 Neapoleos Street, 153 10, Agia Paraskevi, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 6080838
+30 1 6399477
paralab@otenet.gr

Partner

(Country)
Name
Address
Telephone
Fax
Email 


Georgi

Georgiev
National Diagnostic Veterinary Research Institute, 15 P. Slaveykov Blvd., Sofia 1606, Bulgaria.
+359 2 9521277
+359 2 9525306
director@iterra.net

5

(Bulgaria)
Yanko

Ivanov
National Diagnostic Veterinary Research Institute, 15 P. Slaveykov Blvd., Sofia 1606, Bulgaria.
+359 2 9521277
+359 2 9525306
director@iterra.net


Nedelcho

Nedelchev
National Diagnostic Veterinary Research Institute, 15 P. Slaveykov Blvd., Sofia 1606, Bulgaria.
+359 2 9521277
+359 2 9525306
director@iterra.net

6
Ruben

Capela
Department of Biology & Geology, Universidade da Madeira, Campus Universitario da Penteada, 9000 Funchal, Madeira, Portugal.
+351 291 705002

Extn. 5380
+351 291 705399
rcapela@uma.pt

(Portugal)
Isabel

Pena
Department of Biology & Geology, Universidade da Madeira, Campus Universitario da Penteada, 9000 Funchal, Madeira, Portugal.
+351 291 705002

Extn. 5380
+351 291 705399
ipena@uma.pt

7

(Israel)
Yehuda

Braverman
Department of Parasitology, Kimron Veterinary Institute, PO Box 12, 50250, Bet Dagan, Israel. 
+972 3 9681634
+972 3 9681753
ybrav_vs@netvision.net.il

8
Ibrahim

Burgu
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Ankara, Diskapi, 06110 Ankara, Turkey.
+90 312 3170315

Extn 212
+90 312 3164472
No email at present

(Turkey)
Aykut

Ozkul
Department of Virology, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Ankara, Diskapi, 06110 Ankara, Turkey
+90 312 3170315

Extn 364 / 255
+90 312 3164472
aykut.ozkul@veterinary.ankara.edu.tr 

9

(Morocco)
Youssef

Lhor
Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development & Fisheries, Place Chefchaouni, Quartier Administratif, Rabat, Maroc.

Also

Laboratoire National d’Epidimiologie et des Zoonoses, Rabat Instituts, PO Box 6472, 10000 Rabat, Maroc.
+212 37 765077


+212 37 764404


lhory@hotmail.com

Partner

(Country)
Name
Address
Telephone
Fax
Email 


Paolo

Calistri
National Reference Centre for Exotic Diseases, Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 3321
+39 0861 332251
p.calistri@izs.it

10
V. Caporale
Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 332279
+39 0861 332251
caporale@izs.it

(Italy)
Mauro

Di Ventura
Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 332235
+39 0861 332251
mdiventu@izs.it


Maria

Goffredo
National Reference Centre for Exotic Diseases, Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 3321
+39 0861 332251
m.goffredo@izs.it

11

(Tunisia)
Salah

Hammami
Laboratory of Virology, Institut de la Recherche Veterinaire, Rue Djebel Lakhdhar la Rabta, 1006 Tunis, Tunisia.
+216 1 562602/ 564321/ 571489
+216 1 569692
hammami.salah@iresa.agrinet.tn


Javier

Lucientes

Curdi
Veterinary Faculty, University of Zaragoza, Miguel Servet, 177, 50013 Zaragoza, Spain.
+349 7 6761617

+349 7 6761560
+349 7 6761612
jlucien@posta.unizar.es

Subcontractor of partner 1 (Spain)


Amparo

Martinez

Salvador
Centro de Investigacion en Sanidad Animal, Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Technologia Agraria y Alimentaria, 28130 Valdeolmos, Madrid, Spain.
+349 1 6202300

Extn 19 / 21
+349 1 6202247
salvador@inia.es


Jose Manuel

Sanchez

Vizcaino
Centro de Investigacion en Sanidad Animal, Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Technologia Agraria y Alimentaria, 28130 Valdeolmos, Madrid, Spain.
+349 1 6202300
+349 1 6202247
vizcaino@inia.es
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