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Institute for Animal Health,
UK

Partner 1

Spanish participation in the project

Drs Philip Mellor and Matthew Baylis visited Dr Jose Sanchez-Vizcaino in Madrid, to discuss setting up a Culicoides survey of Spain. Due to the recent bluetongue (BT) outbreaks in the Balearics, establishing the current distribution of Culicoides vector species in Spain is of increased importance and the Spanish Government have therefore agreed to fund this work. The majority of sampling will take place along the east coast of Spain, as this area is considered to be at high risk from BT in 2001. Spain already have several CDC-type light traps to carry out their Culicoides survey. In addition, IAH have purchased 2 Onderstepoort-type light traps for Spain, so that the efficiency of the CDC and Onderstepoort light traps can be compared. This will enable the Spanish Culicoides data to be included in the development of the GIS model. Finally, Drs Amparo Martinez and Javier Lucientes will visit IAH in July to attend a Culicoides identification course, and Dr Emma Wittmann will visit Spain in August to help with the survey.

Discussions with Tunisia

Discussions between Drs Mellor, Baylis and Salah Hammami about funding for the Culicoides survey of Tunisia are ongoing. Dr Mellor contacted the European Commission about the possibility of obtaining extra money for this project (e.g. for Tunisia and the other unfunded partners). Unfortunately, there is no mechanism by which additional funds can be awarded. Dr Mellor, Dr Baylis and Professor David Rogers are now considering submitting a grant proposal to the British Government (Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council) in an attempt to acquire money for the unfunded partners (plus an Algerian partner). This proposal involves the development of a biological model, using satellite-derived variables, to describe the abundance of C. imicola, and the subsequent testing of the model in parts of North Africa (e.g. Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia).

Dr Emma Wittmann
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University of Aberdeen,

UK

Partner 2

Each country will soon receive a pack containing all of the materials required for the collection of specimens for the molecular aspects of the project. We will be asking collectors in each country to set up traps at 10 sites, sampling each site for 2 nights between July and October. We had originally hoped to send these packs out before the end of June but due to trouble with one of our sources it may not be possible to send all of them out by then. Therefore, would the collectors in each country please let us know the approximate dates when you intend to do your trapping so that we can make sure that you receive your packs in good time.

We have been using a laboratory colony of Culicoides nubeculosus to test and refine the molecular methods we will be using. We have tried out a new method for extracting DNA from midges (details available on request) and this has been very successful. We have tested various formulations of the collection fluid for their ability to preserve DNA and we now know that we can recover large amounts of good quality DNA from insects which have been stored in this medium for up to one month. This experiment will be continued to determine how much longer the DNA will remain stable in this medium. We are now testing the primers we will be using to amplify different genes so that by the time we start getting samples back we will be able to get working on them straight away.

Dr Rob Cruickshank
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TALA Research Group,

University of Oxford, UK

Partner 3
Nothing to report this time.
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Ministry of Agriculture,

Greece

Partner 4
We have already started our Culicoides trapping programme and have sampled 2 quadrats in northern Greece. During July we will sample in Evia, Lesbos, Chios and parts of the Peloponnese. The majority of sampling in mainland Greece will take place during September and October. Dr Baylis and Dr Mellor will visit Greece to help with some of the trapping during July and September/ October respectively.

Dr Michael Patakakis
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Central Veterinary Research Institute, Bulgaria

Partner 5

We have been collecting Culicoides in the south of Bulgaria (e.g. Bourgas, Yambol, Haskovo, Kardjali, Smolyan and Blagoevgrad districts) since the spring. Our programme for the BT project will commence in July. Dr Nedelcho Nedelchev from the entomology department will determine the locations of the trap sites and the fieldwork will then be carried out by 2 teams of people. Dr Wittmann will visit Bulgaria during August to exchange ideas about Culicoides trapping.

Dr Georgi Georgiev

Universidade da Madeira, [image: image8.png]



Portugal

Partner 6

The Culicoides survey in Portugal this summer will start from early July.

Dr Isabel Pena

Kimron Veterinary Institute, Israel [image: image9.png]



Partner 7
Nothing to report this time.
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University of Ankara,

Turkey

Partner 8
The Culicoides survey and serosurvey of ruminants in European Turkey will start in late July/early August. Two teams of people will carry out the surveys. The teams will sample in neighbouring quadrats, so that if any problems arise they will be in easy reach of each other.

Dr Aykut Ozkul
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Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development & Fisheries, Morocco

Partner 9
Following discussions between Morocco and IAH, it has now been agreed that 30 quadrats will be sampled for Culicoides over 2 years. The survey will be jointly funded by the Moroccan Government and IAH (using money from the IAH project component). 

We have already started our trapping programme for this summer and have sampled 3 quadrats in the centre of the country. We plan to sample a total of 16 or 17 quadrats across Morocco (north, centre and south) by late September/early October.

Dr Youssef Lhor

Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale[image: image12.png]


, Italy

Partner 10

A further 300 sites will be sampled for Culicoides in Italy this year. In addition, we have submitted a proposal, looking at ways to differentiate European obsoletus group species, to be included as part of the EC bluetongue project.

Dr Mauro Di Ventura

Institut de la Recherche Veterinaire, Tunisia

Partner 11
Unfortunately, funding for the Culicoides survey of Tunisia has not yet been resolved.

Dr Salah Hammami

Other

Recent Publications by Partners
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Belev, N. T. (2001). Bulgaria: report on the epizootic situation and the measures for prophylaxis and protection against bluetongue in 2000. Bulletin Office International des Epizooties, 113(1), 56-59. 

Light Traps

The Onderstepoort-type light traps ordered for Bulgaria and Turkey will be delivered by the middle of July. They were supposed to be ready by the end of June, but the manufacturers have experienced some problems.

Project Database

John Dale at IAH is progressing well with the development of the project database. We will soon be at the stage of testing the database. To do this we will use the Culicoides data collected from Morocco and Portugal during summer 2000.

Contact Details

Could everyone check their contact details (pages 4-6). If there are any corrections to be made or if you can think of other people who should be included, could you please let Dr Wittmann know. The revised list will then be sent out to everyone.

Next Project Meeting

Potential dates for the next project meeting are the 6 and 7th December 2001. Could everyone let Dr Mellor know whether these dates are convenient? We also need to decide on the venue for the meeting. Any partners willing to host the meeting should also let Dr Mellor know as soon as possible.

Next Newsletter

October 2001 (i.e. after the summer trapping season).
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Matthew Baylis
Institute for Animal Health, Compton, Newbury, Berkshire, RG20 7NN, UK.
+44 (0) 1635 578411

Extn 2312
+44 (0) 1635 577237
Matthew.Baylis@bbsrc.ac.uk

1

(UK)
Philip

Mellor
Institute for Animal Health, Ash Road, Pirbright, Surrey, GU24 0NF, UK.
+44 (0) 1483 232441

Extn 1150
+44 (0) 1483 232448
Philip.Mellor@bbsrc.ac.uk


Emma

Wittmann
Institute for Animal Health, Ash Road, Pirbright, Surrey, GU24 0NF, UK.
+44 (0) 1483 232441

Extn 1021
+44 (0) 1483 232448
Emma.Wittmann@bbsrc.ac.uk 


Rob

Cruickshank
Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ, UK.
+44 (0) 1224 272868


+44 (0) 1224 272396


r.cruickshank@abdn.ac.uk

2

(UK)
John

Dallas
Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ, UK.
+44 (0) 1224 272273
+44 (0) 1224 272396
j.dallas@abdn.ac.uk


Jenny Mordue
Department of Zoology, University of Aberdeen, Tillydrone Avenue, AB24 2TZ, UK.
+44 (0) 1224 272883
+44 (0) 1224 272396
a.j.mordue@abdn.ac.uk

3

(UK)
David

Rogers
TALA Research Group, Department of Zoology, University of Oxford, South Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3PS, UK.
+44 (0) 1865 271234
+44 (0) 1865 310447
david.rogers@zoology.oxford.ac.uk


Olga

Mangana
Laboratory of Virology, Centre of Athens Veterinary Institutions, Ministry of Agriculture, 25 Neapoleos Street, 153 10, Agia Paraskevi, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 6011499
+30 1 6011499
viruslab@ath.forthnet.gr

4
Kiki

Nomikou
Laboratory of Virology, Centre of Athens Veterinary Institutions, Ministry of Agriculture, 25 Neapoleos Street, 153 10, Agia Paraskevi, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 6011499
+30 1 6011499
viruslab@ath.forthnet.gr

(Greece)
Dionisis

Panagiotatos
Department of Infectious Diseases, Epidemiology & Documentation, Central Veterinary Administration, Ministry of Agriculture, 2 Acharnon Street, 101 76, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 2125719
+30 1 8229188/ 8252614
vetserv@ath.forthnet.gr


Michael

Patakakis
Laboratory of Parasitology, Centre of Athens Veterinary Institutions, Ministry of Agriculture, 25 Neapoleos Street, 153 10, Agia Paraskevi, Athens, Greece.
+30 1 6080838
+30 1 6399477
paralab@otenet.gr
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5

(Bulgaria)
Georgi

Georgiev
Central Veterinary Research Institute, 15 P. Slaveykov Blvd., Sofia 1606, Bulgaria.
+359 2 9521277
+359 2 9525306
director@iterra.net

6
Ruben

Capela
Department of Biology & Geology, Universidade da Madeira, Campus Universitario da Penteada, 9000 Funchal, Madeira, Portugal.
+351 291 705002

Extn. 5380
+351 291 705399
rcapela@uma.pt

(Portugal)
Isabel

Pena
Department of Biology & Geology, Universidade da Madeira, Campus Universitario da Penteada, 9000 Funchal, Madeira, Portugal.
+351 291 705002

Extn. 5380
+351 291 705399
ipena@uma.pt

7

(Israel)
Yehuda

Braverman
Department of Parasitology, Kimron Veterinary Institute, PO Box 12, 50250, Bet Dagan, Israel. 
+972 3 9681634
+972 3 9681753
ybrav_vs@netvision.net.il

8

(Turkey)
Aykut

Ozkul
Au Veteriner Fakultesi, Viroloji Abd, Diskapi 06110, Ankara, Turkey.
+90 312 3170315
+90 312 3164472
aykut.ozkul@veterinary.ankara.edu.tr 

9

(Morocco)
Youssef

Lhor
Department of Livestock, Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development & Fisheries, Place Chefchaouni, Quartier Administratif, Rabat, Maroc.

Also

Laboratoire National d’Epidimiologie et des Zoonoses, Rabat Instituts, PO Box 6472, 10000 Rabat, Maroc.
+212 37 765077

?
+212 37 764404

?
lnez@arcnet.net.ma


Paolo

Calistri
National Reference Centre for Exotic Diseases, Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 3321
+39 0861 332251
p.calistri@izs.it

10

(Italy)
V.

Caporale
Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 332279
+39 0861 332251
caporale@izs.it


Mauro

Di Ventura
Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 332235
+39 0861 332251
mdiventu@izs.it
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10 cont.

(Italy)
Maria

Goffredo
National Reference Centre for Exotic Diseases, Instituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale dell’Abruzzo e del Molise ‘G. Caporale’, Via Campo Boario, 64100 Teramo, Italy.
+39 0861 3321
+39 0861 332251
m.goffredo@izs.it

11

(Tunisia)
Salah

Hammami
Laboratory of Virology, Institut de la Recherche Veterinaire, Rue Djebel Lakhdhar la Rabta, 1006 Tunis, Tunisia.
+216 1 562602/ 564321/ 571489
+216 1 569692
hammami.salah@iresa.agrinet.tn

Subcontractor
Amparo

Martinez
Centro de Investigacion en Sanidad Animal, Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Technologia Agraria y Alimentaria, 28130 Valdeolmos, Madrid, Spain.
+349 1 6202300?
+349 1 6202247?
ampamarti@yahoo.es

of partner 1 (Spain)


Jose Sanchez-Vizcaino
Centro de Investigacion en Sanidad Animal, Instituto Nacional de Investigacion y Technologia Agraria y Alimentaria, 28130 Valdeolmos, Madrid, Spain.
+349 1 6202300
+349 1 6202247
vizcaino@inia.es
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